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necessary to give a new birth to the child baptized (quasi
modo genitus). The mana personality, the medicine man,
is the pontifex maximus, the Papa; the church is the mater
ecdesia, the magna mater, and mankind the helpless children
needing grace,
The deposit of all those impressive experiences—so rich
in emotional imagery—of the whole human ancestry with
father, mother, child, husband, wife, with the magical
personality, with dangers to body and soul, has exalted this
group of archetypes into supreme governing principles of
religious and political life, in unconscious recognition of their
tremendous psychic power.
I have found that an intellectual apprehension of these
things in no way detracts from their value; on the contrary
it helps us, not only to fed, but to comprehend their immense
significance. These powerful projections permit the Catholic
to experience a considerable portion of his collective
unconscious in tangible reality. He has no need to go in
quest of some authority, or superior power, some revelation,
or connexion with the eternal and the timeless. These are
always present and available for him. In the sacred precincts
of every altar for him there dwells a god. It is the Protestant
and the Jew who have to seek; for the one has, in a sense,
destroyed the earthly body of the godhead, and the other
has never found it. For both of them, the archetypes,
which to Catholic Christianity have become a visible and
living reality, lie in the unconscious. Unfortunately I cannot
go more deeply here into the notable differences in the attitude
of our civilized consciousness towards the unconscious.
I would only point out that this question of attitude is con-
troversial, and manifestly belongs to the greatest of human
problems.
The greatness of the problem will be grasped if you realize
that the unconscious, as the totality of all archetypes, is
the deposit of all human experience back to its most remote
beginnings. Not merely a dead imprint—a sort of abandoned

